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Contact : Tammy L. Waddell 
MDKP Director  

805 S. Windsor Rd  
Olathe, KS 66061 

(913) 324-5042 VP only 
(886) 642 -6424 VP-VRS 

Pager: tlwfourmom@tmo.blackberry.net  
E-mail: KSPageantDir@live.com 
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Tammy L. Waddellôs Memo 

To Future of Miss Deaf Kansas,  

Welcome to 2009ð11 Miss Deaf Kansas Pageant, I am the director for 

almost five and half years.  I am proud to host the pageant at the ñHotel at 

Old Townò, Wichita on June 4 to 5th during 2009 KAD/WAD Conference.  

Our theme is ñBelle £poqueò. It is from French which stands for ñBeautiful 

Eraò.  It was a period in European social history that began during late 

19th century and lasted until World War I.  Occurring during the time of 

the French Third Republic and the German Empire, the ñBelle £poqueò 

was named in retrospect, when it began to be considered a ñgolden ageò 

for the upper class, as peace prevailed among the major powers of 

Europe, new technologies improved lives that were unclouded by income 

tax or socialism, and the commercial arts adopted Renaissance and eight-

eenth styles to modern forms.  

First of all, I strongly encourage you and your chaperone to find sponsor 

that would help with your expenses to the Pageant.  The expenses will 

include traveling, lodging, meals, and pageant and chaperone registration 

fee.    I have some boosters in the package to earn from donation to cover 

your expenses.  You can ask more booster, contact me. And plus, you 

work on the platform presentation and talent performance.  

One of my advice is limit your budget on formal attire. Here are some    

suggested ideas: (prom dresses) reduced prices after prom events, check 

out department stores such as: Debôs, Name Brand Clothing, or Goodwill.  

The winner of 2009-11 Miss Deaf Kansas will fly with her Chaperone       

to Philadelphia, PA on July 7 ð 11, 2010 to represent Kansas at the    

National Association of the Deaf Conference.  The winner and her     

chaperone will go to retreat for one week before the NAD Conference.  

Once I get your official entry form, audiogram, photograph, the contract, 

and $80 per person. In the Pageant workshops, I will pass out the more 

information.  For who is living near Olathe, Friday -  May 8th (7:00PM) at 

Olathe Club of the Deaf.  For who is living near Wichita, Sunday - May 

10th (1:00PM) at Hotel of the Old Town.    

If you have any question regarding to the Kansas Pageant, please feel 

free to contact me. Good luck! __________________________________ 

2007 ð2009        

Miss Deaf Kansas  

2005 ð present        

Pageant Director  
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Miss Deaf Kansas ~ History  

Lori (Winters) Dykes                    1981-83 

Kristy (Heustis) Mnich                      1989-91 

Aimee (Chappelow) Baders             1991-93 

Deannie (DeJohn) Adkin                  1993-95 

Jessica Kirby                                   1995-97 

                        Camille (Schwarzenberger)  Bishop     1997-99  

Melissa (Flores) Serrano                    1999-01 

Tara Schupner                   2001-03 

Erin Land                              2003-05 

Pamela Siebert                              2005-07 

Tanna Jo Kolb     2007-09 

The Kansas Association of the Deaf (KAD)/ Wichita Association of the Deaf (WAD)           

100th Anniversary Conference will be at Wichita on June 4 - 7, 2009.       

_________________________________________________________________ 

2009 ð2011 Miss Deaf Kansas  

 Miss Deaf Kansas  

¶ $750  scholarship 

¶ Tiara, Trophy, Sash, and bouquet 

¶ $2,000 clothing/expense for winner and chaperone  

¶ Go to Miss Deaf America Pageant,  Philadelphia, PA in July 7 ï11, 2010 

¶ May get a few surprises from sponsors 

First Runner -Up  

¶ $250 scholarship 

¶ Trophy  and bouquet 
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Miss Deaf Kansas Applicant...  

The Contestant Information Packet is designed for resident or attending school in 

Kansas who applies for the 2009ð11 Miss Deaf Kansas Pageant.  It was designed to 

make you feel at ease and more prepared for this pageant..  

You are encouraged to review this packet with your Chaperone, and Parents.  It is 

important to understand each otherôs roles and responsibilities to make this experi-

ence smooth.  You will be getting more information in the weeks ahead.  In the mean-

time, you should focus on the sponsors and boosters .   

Be sure to read through this packet very carefully.  There are  forms for you to fill out 

and return to the Kansas Pageant Director by the deadlines.     

No cost for retreat and pageant workshops! 

 

_____ Official Entry Form and Contract  

 

_____ Copied of current audiogram  

 

_____ One color 3x5 photograph - waist up only  

 

_____ Copied original copy of Eligibility rules  

 

_____ Pay $80 each Pageant Registration  

 

_____ Size of T-shirts (Contestant and Chaperone)  

 

*** The deadline are for the all by May 5th *** 

             

~ Please write a check to Miss Deaf Kansas Pageant ~ 
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Official Entry Form 2009  

Along with this completed form, please include the following:  

¶ a copy of current audiogram (proof that you are deaf or hard of hearing); 

¶ one color 3x5 photograph (waist up); 

¶ a signed original copy of the KAD Eligibility rules (be sure to keep a Xerox copy for 

yourself);  

¶ two separate checks of $80.00 each is required for both the pageant and chaper-

one, made payable to: Miss Deaf Kansas.   

 

Full Name: __________________________________________________  

Current Residence: ___________________________________________________________  

                                    _____________________________________________  

Phone Number: _____________________________TDD (  )  Voice (   )   VP (   )  

E-mail address: ________________________________  

Pager address: _________________________________  

 

Current Age: ________ Date of Birth: _________  Place of Birth: ___________       

Age of Onset of Deafness: _______ Cause of Deafness: ____________________  

 

Category of Hearing Loss (mild, severe, profound) ________________________  

Name of High School: _________________________ Year Graduated: ______  

College(s) Attended (or will attend): __________________________________  

 

Major: _______________________ Degree: ______Year Graduated: _______  

Current Status at School (full-time/part -time): __________________________  

Class Year: ___________________________________________________  

Future Career Goals/Plans: _______________________________________  

__________________________________________________________  
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Current Job: _________________________________________________  

List Scholarships, Awards and/or Honors that you have received: _____________  

__________________________________________________________  

 

List organization of which you are member: ____________________________  

__________________________________________________________  

 

Hobbies or Interests: ___________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________  

Parentsô Names: ______________________________________________ 

 

Parentsô Address (if different from your permanent address): ________________      

__________________________________________________________  

 

Daytime Phone: ___________________________ TDD (   )   Voice (   )    VP (   )  

 

Parentsô E-mail Address: _________________________________________  

 

Name of your Major Hometown Newspaper(s)/ Phone number:_______________  

___________________________________________________________  

 

Your Chaperoneôs name: _________________________________________ 

 

Type and Title of Talent You Will Perform: _____________________________  

___________________________________________________________  

 

Title of the Business Presentation/Platform: _____________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________________  

Deadline ~ May 5, 2009 
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Contestant and Chaperone Contract  

We are very happy that you are part of this yearôs pageant.  In order to make our event run smoothly; we 
ask all contestants and chaperones to observe a couple of simple rules.  Each contestant is expected to 
demonstrate high moral standings and display appropriate judgment. 
 

There will be no consumption of alcoholic beverages regardless of age. 
 

There will be no smoking in public. 
 

There will be no illegal of drugs in public and in private at any time. 
 

All contestants must be in the company of a pageant chaperone at ALL times when in public. 
 

No dating is allowed during the retreat and Miss Deaf Kansas Pageant. 
 

No friends or visitors in sleeping rooms and dressing rooms.  REPEAT NO VISITORS!  Contestants, 
however, may visit each other on the same floor.  
 

No dating is allowed during the pageant.  Phone calls must be short and your friend may greet you along 
with friends and family in the hotel lobby when time permits. 
 

The pageant schedule is most busy é All contestants are required to be ON TIME! 
 

Contestants must participate in ALL pageant activities, no exceptions. 
 

No interviews for radio, television, or newspapers are to be granted without prior consent of Pageant 
Officials. 
 

Complete and final authority for this Pageant rests with the Director, Tammy L. Waddell. 
 

Contestants and their chaperones will be required to sign a contract upon their arrival at the pageant 
site.  The contract consists of an agreement to abide by the rules during the Pageant Days. 
 

Those rules are there to ensure that the Miss Deaf Kansas Pageant (MDKP) is a pleasant experience for 
all, and to ensure that you all will pass the scrutiny of the public (KAD Board of Directors, state associa-
tion officers, delegates, conference attendees, media and so on) with flying colors! 
 

I, _____________________, and I, ___________________observed, understand, and abide by the 
rules during the retreat and the MDKP from June 4, 2007 until you depart on June 6, 2007 in the morn-
ing.  

The undersigned parties below have agreed to the terms and conditions outlined above.  
 
 ________________________________   ______________________ 

        Contestant          Date  
 

 ________________________________   ______________________ 
        Chaperone           Date  
 

The size of T-shirts (S, M, L, XL, and XXL)     Contestant ______  Chaperone _______ 
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Eligibility Rules and Requirements 2009  

The contestant must be a United States citizen and a deaf or hard of hearing female whose age shall 
not be less than seventeen (17) nor more than twenty-nine (29) years by July 1 of the Kansas pageant.  
A copy of birth certificate or other satisfactory document as proof of age shall be required.  The       
contestant must submit a formal audiogram signed by a certified audiologist (showing evidence           
of bilateral and unaided hearing loss within two years prior to Miss Deaf Kansas Pageant). 
 
The contestant must be an individual member of the Kansas Association of the Deaf (KAD) affiliate     
of the National Association of the Deaf in order to participate in the National Pageant.  
 
The contestant must have fluent receptive and expressive sign communication skills. The contestant 
shall know about the deaf culture and its heritages. 
 
The contestant must be a high school graduate by the time of the national pageant in July. The        
contestant may qualify for the Local/ State Pageant before graduation from high school.  
 
The contestant must be a Kansas Residence during the time of the Kansas Pageant. 
 
The contestant must be single, never been married nor had a marriage annulled, and must have never 
given birth to a child.   
 
The contestant must never have been convicted of any crimes, other than minor traffic infractions (i.e., 
no felony). 

 
Judges Criteria: 
 
The contestant shall possess talent, poise charm, intelligence, inner beauty, social ability, and maturity.  
 
The contestant must demonstrate good moral character before and during the Kansas Pageant, and    
if chosen as Miss Deaf Kansas, must maintain exemplary conduct.  
 
The contestant will be judged in five (5) categories: 
 
Private Interview (30%) : 
 
Each contestant will have a private interview with the judges in a closed room alone during a day     
before the Miss Deaf Kansas Pageant (this competition will take place before the other 4 competitions). 
This done behind closed doors. The judges shall interview each contestant for a least 10 minutes.   
 
The judges develop a set of private interview questions, which should cover the following areas:      
educational background of contestants; extracurricular activities; hobbies/interests; deaf culture/
community involvement; current issues; ñWhat ifò/hypothetical situation; etc. 
 
Each contestant should wear business attire, which would be a suit or a dress to reflect a career 
woman.  It could be the same one for the business wear/platform presentation. 
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 Platform Presentation (35%) : 
 
 The platform presentation must be made within two (2) minutes on a topic that is very important to her.    
 The contestant will be expected to state her platform idea, explain why she chose that particular          
platform,  explain why she supports that platform, and back up her statements with personal             
experience, statistics,  research or information to support her concept. If she wins the Miss Deaf       
Kansas title, she will use same  platform during her two-year reign. Each contestant should provide at 
least two copies for her presentation to enable the interpreter to be well-prepared. 

 

Sample platform presentation concepts (Note: these are not platform titles!):     

Literacy  Leadership Diversity  Accessibility  Youth Development 

Representation  Health    Technology  Education    

Career Growth  and other. 

The platform presentation will be the first category during the pageant.  The contestant must wear    
business attire when presenting her platform, as if she is giving a presentation at a workshop.  
 
Talent (Performance 15%) : 
 
The contestant must be able to present her talent routine or performance within four (4) minutes.  The 
talent routine must be presented by the contestant live and in person.  The contestant must furnish her 
own props, at her expense, needed for her performance.  If her talent runs beyond the four minutes 
limit, she will not get points in the talent portion of her overall score. PLEASE PAY CLOSE ATTENTION 
TO THIS FOUR ïMINUTE LIMIT; EXCEEDING IT CAN RESULT IN DISQUALIFICATION! 

 

 If each contestant plans to use audiotape for music background, she must bring at least two tapes in 

case one breaks.  The Stage Manager will coordinate the programs and rehearsals for all contestants 

and will assist in adjusting sound levels for music, etc. If each contestant plans to use an interpreter to 

voice for her during this competition, she should provide at least two copies for her presentation to     

enable the interpreter to be well-prepared.                                                                                    

Chaperones are expected to be present and assist with contestants as needed during rehearsals and 

the Pageant, as well as off stage. 

Sample talent concepts (Note: these are not talent titles!):         

 Ballet   Karate   Poetry   Mime                

 Dance   Gymnastic  Drama   Sign-singing                       

 Story interpretation And others. 

The talent portion is the second category during the pageant.  In deciding upon her talent routine, the 
contestant should consider the fact that she will be performing before a deaf audience.  Her talent will 
be decided by a panel of judges, who will make their decision based on their visual observation of the 
contestantôs talent. 
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Evening Gown (10%) : 
 

The contestant will model an evening gown during the third portion of the pageant.  The gown must be 

floor length (3/4 length and/or cocktail length) and should be something she would wear to a gala or a 

military ball. Any such attire aiming to incite an excessive sexual appearance can result in the contestant 

being disqualified. Her shoes, make-up, and hairstyle will be considered in this overall appearance in 

evening gown. 

Note:  In the Miss Deaf America Pageant, Floor length evening gowns are required. 

Onstage Interview (10%) : 
 
The contestant, in her evening gown, will have an onstage interview during the fourth portion of the   
pageant.  She will alone onstage with the master and/or mistress of ceremonies.  The contestant will 
answer two (2) questions. The first question will be a ñwarm-upò question with no points.  The second 
question will be scored.           
   

Each semi-finalist is judged on (1) personality, (2) mental alertness, (3) clarity of expressive              

communication, (4) general knowledge and (5) appropriateness of response.   

Wardrobe: 
 
The contestant must bring her own wardrobe, which consists of a list of clothing provided by the Kansas 
Pageant Committee, and a costume (if needed) for her talent performance.  
 
Additional requirements: 
 
The contestant must send one (1) color 3x5 photograph (waist-up) taken by non-professional             
photographer.  The background of the pictures should be plain and done in an environment.  The picture 
must be submitted no later than one  (1) month before the MDKP.  
 
The contestant is strongly encouraged to have a sponsor.  A sponsor can be any club or organization 
(deaf or hearing) that enters a contestant in State Pageant.  A sponsor could be a school for the deaf, a 
college, business, private clubs, parents groups, religious groups, libraries, etc.  The contestant will wear 
a sash that shows the name of the sponsor (ñMiss Lionsô Clubò; ñMiss Price Chopperò, etc.).  A sponsor 
should be responsible for all of the contestantôs expenses during the state pageant.  These expenses 
include traveling, lodging, meals and the pageant entry fee.   
 
Be sure to inform the sponsor of the expenses, as they may need to raise money for this, so let them 
know in advance. ** Kansas Association of the Deaf (KAD) will become the sponsor of the winner (using 
Pageant Fund).  The fund will cover the expenses of the winner and her chaperone to the national     
pageant. 
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The contestant will be available to attend the Miss Deaf Kansas Pageant retreat and the competition   in 
two days during KAD conference.  
 
The contestant will follow the schedule given by the Kansas Pageant Committee and attend all           
rehearsals, activities, and events as stated during the Miss Deaf Kansas Pageant retreat and            
competition in two days.  
 
Contestant should remember that during the Pageant Days, they would be ñin the limelightò.  All sorts of 
people will be around taking pictures and interviewing various people from the Conference and Pageant.  
Neatness and good grooming are essential.  Grubby old clothes will not be acceptable!  We discourage 
blue jeans, tube tops and halters.  Chaperone should be same thing to follow the clothes code.  
 
The contestant and chaperone will sign a contract upon her arrival at the Miss Deaf Kansas Pageant 
retreat with further rules such as appropriate behavior, curfew, no drinking and drugs allowed, etc.  
 
The contestant and chaperone will be responsible for combo tickets, lodging, per diem, and anything that 
is being stated on the official Miss Deaf Kansas Pageant entry form. 
 
The winner of the Miss Deaf Kansas Pageant will represent Kansas to the Miss Deaf America Pageant 
and will be available to attend the Miss Deaf America Pageant retreat and the competition week from 
June 27 to July 11, 2010 at Philadelphia, PA (Since we don't have information on a specific date in June, 
let's say June 27 which is a Sunday as an estimate date).  
 
If a contestant does not place in the top slots at the Miss Deaf Kansas Pageant 4th runner-up; 3rd runner
-up; 2nd runner-up; and 1st runner-up, she may participate in the Miss Deaf Kansas pageant again,        
if eligible. 
 
Failure to adhere to any of these rules may automatically disqualify the contestant from competing in 
the Kansas Pageant. 
 
The winner of the Miss Deaf Kansas Pageant shall relinquish the title to the first runner-up should she 
marry, become pregnant, has felony, or break the contract during her reign. 
 

 
 
 
 

~ Please read next page to sign the agreement ~ 



12  

 
Agreement: 
 
It is mutually agreed by and between the Kansas Association of the Deaf (KAD)/ Miss Deaf Kansas 
Pageant (MDKP) and the contestant that the KAD/MDKP shall have no liability whatsoever to                
a contestant and a chaperone.  The KAD/MDKP shall have no liability for loss of damage resulting from 
any cause to the property or the contestant and the chaperone, or for any lost profits, sales, or business 
opportunities, or any other type of direct or indirect or consequential damages.  It is further understood 
that agreed that all claims against the KAD/MDKP for any such damage, loss, or personal injury are 
expressly waived by the contestant and assumed as the contestantôs responsibility. 
 
The contestant and chaperone agree to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the KAD/MDKP, its 
agents and officers from all claims, actions, and suits, including court costs, attorneyôs fees and other 
expenses, arising out of the negligent acts or omissions of the contestant. 
 
By signing my name, I am stating that I understand the eligibility rules, criteria for selection, and        
additional requirements in this document. 
 
ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð-- 
 

 Kansas Pageant Entrant Name   Signature of Parent or Guardian (if under 18) 
 
 (Print): ______________________________ ________________________________ 
 
 (Signature): __________________________ ________________________________ 
 
 (Date): ______________________________ ________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Chaperone - Name    Signature of Parent or Guardian (if under 18) 
 
 (Print): ______________________________ ________________________________ 
 
 (Signature): __________________________ ________________________________ 
 
 (Date): ______________________________ ________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Signature of Kansas Pageant Director 
 

 (Print): Tammy L. Waddell 

 
 (Signature): __________________________ 
 
 (Date): ______________________________ 
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Pageant  

Registration  

Form  
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                               2009 KAD Conference    

                June 4ð6, 2009    

   100th Anniversary Celebration   

   1909ð2009                                                               

Hotel at Old Town                                                                                 

830 E. 1st ~ Wichita, KS                                           

ñCelebrating 100 Yearsò 

          Contestant ~ $80.00  

Name: _______________  

Address: _____________  

City: _____________, KS  

Zip Code: _____________  

Phone: (          )__________  

[circle]   VP     TTY     FAX 

E-MAIL: 

____________________  

Combo: KAD 2-Year Membership, $10 registration Fee,      

Exhibition Hall, Presidentôs Reception, 100th anniversary 

Gala [Banquet], Program Book, Business Session and Door 

Pay $80.00 per Pageant Combo 

           Chaperone ~ $80.00 

Name: _______________  

Address: ______________  

City: ______________, KS  

Zip Code: _____________  

Phone: (         )___________  

[circle]    VP       TTY       FAX 

E-MAIL: 

____________________  

Mail ~ Check ñMDKPò or Money Order to:       

Tammyôs Address 

Gala Meal Choice:       Chicken Prime Rib 



14  

     
 
 

 

Your Wardrobe for the 2009 KAD/MDKP  

Definitions: 

ǅ Casual: Nice shorts, capri pants, skirts, long pants in a nice fabric (khaki is acceptable). Nice shirts.       

No jeans allowed. Sweats may be used during exercising. Sneakers are allowed  during retreat when 

appropriate. (For retreat and being around the KAD conference) ** MDKP will provide you to wear 

Pageant T-shirt 

ǅ Sundress: Sundresses or skirts with nice tops. This is less formal than a dinner dress. You can also 

wear elegant pants. (For Pageant Luncheon on Friday) 

ǅ Dressy: Imagine you are going to an expensive dinner. Black slacks type of outfit and knee length 

dresses. (For Presidentôs Reception on Thursday) 

ǅ Cocktail dress: Formal dress, something you would wear to an extremely expensive restaurant for 

dinner. A business suit is acceptable. Less dressy than evening gown. May be short or long. 

Attire Policy: 

ǅ No jeans or denim. At all. 

ǅ No tube tops or halters allowed except for dresses. 

ǅ Spaghetti straps are acceptable as long as the overall look is classy. 

ǅ No midriff allowed. 

ǅ Nothing more than 3 inches above your knees, and that applies to shorts, skirts, and dresses. 

ǅ No thong or overly revealing swimwear. When in doubt, opt for conservative swimwear. 

Attire needed for the Competition Days: 

ǅ Business suit for private interview 

ǅ Business suit for platform presentation 

ǅ Talent outfit 

ǅ One or two evening gown for Pageant and Gala [Banquet - Saturday evening]  

ǅ Sundress for the Luncheon, Dressy for the Presidentôs Reception 

ǅ Shoes as necessary for each outfits 
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Few Samples of Acceptable Attires: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       Dressy                   Sundress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Business Suit    

                             Evening gowns 


